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CHAPTEE XIX.

RUBBER  FOR  INSULATED  WIRES.

IN proportion to other insulating media vulcanized rubber
does not hold to-day the position it once did. This is not
attributable so much to the trouble caused by the defection
of cables insulated with a poor quality of rubber as to the
comparative economy attending the use of fibrous bodies
soaked in rosin oil or vulcanized bitumen. For very high
pressures, and for connections where flexibility is of import-
ance, the vulcanized rubber cable still holds the first place,
and is made to-day under more skilled supervision as
regards the quality and treatment of the rubber than was
at all general ten years ago. Most of the large cable
manufacturers have now got rubber machinery of their
own, though formerly it was more common for them to buy
the rubber, both pure and compound, from the rubber manu-
facturers. This still obtains in several cases, contracts being
placed for material to be composed according to formulae
given. The compounded rubber is sent to the cable works
interrolled with cloth, the necessary vulcanization being
effected on the finished cable. Three principal classes of
rubber are utilised in cable making. First, the fine sheet,
used as a first coating for the wire, this being either cut
sheet or spread sheet. The latter is now generally used and
is made from the best hard-cure Para rubber which has
been "aged" for some months. If used directly after

B2

S
I